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LESSON XXI

21.1 Introduction

In this lesson we repeat the information from the preceding lessons. As Greek often uses
participles, it is of the utmost importance that you can spot them and trandate them. Take
good notice of the case and tense they are written in. Study the overview of the thematic
aorist thoroughly.

21.2 Repetition of | esson 15: the perfect tense
The perfect tenseis formed by putting a prefix in front of the root of the verb and behind
the root the endings.
a) the prefix
The prefix consists of the consonant with which the verb begins and the letter e.
pisteuw > pepisteuka
When the root of the verb begins with a vowel, this vowel is strengthened, i.e. is lengthened
(aande becomeh, o becomesw).
aporagw > hjovaka
When the root of a verb begins with an aspired consonant, then the prefix begins with a non-
aspired consonant (q, f, ¢ becomet, p, k).
gerapeuw > tegerapeuka
b) the endings. The endings of the perfect tense begin with a k.
When a verb has a root ending in a vowel, then that vowel is lengthened in front of the
endings: a becomesh (a after e,i,r says a), e becomes h, 0 becomesw
apapaw > hpaphka
When averb hasaroot endingin adental (d, t, z), then the dental is dropped in front of the
endings.
baptizw > bebaptika
When the root of averb endsin p or b, then the k of the endings becomesa f.
blepw > beblefa
When theroot of averbendsin k or g, thenthe k changesinto a c.
abw > héa

The endings of the perfect tense are:

- ka

- ka"

- ken

- kamen
- kate

- kasi(n)

21.3 Repetition of lesson 15: how adjectives are used

Adjectives are inflected.
The masculine adjective usually ends in -0" and is inflected as a noun of the second
declension, also endingin -0" (logo").
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The feminine adjective endsin -h or in -a (after e, i, r) and isinflected as a noun of the first
declension ending in -h (aychyor -a (hdeva).

The neuter adjective endsin -on and is inflected as a noun of the second declension ending in
-on (ekgon).

Adjectives can be used in three ways:

a) as an adjective. The adjective agrees in gender, number and case with the word it
belongs to.

b) as a substantive. The adjective does not bdong to another word and takes the definite
article. In thisway the adjective acts as a substantive. Gender, number and case depend on
the function of the word in the sentence.

c) as a predicate. The adjective qualifies the substantive usually in combination with a
verb. Gender, number and case depend on the noun that the adjective qualifies.

21.4 Repetition of lesson 15: the determinative pronoun augol
The determinative pronoun augoV isinflected as follows:

m. f. neut.
sng. 1stc. augot aughv augov
2nd c. aujou’ augh™ augou’
3rd c. aufw/ augh’ augw/
4th c. aufow aughw augov
pl. 1stc. augoiv aufaiv aufav
2nd c. augwh augwh augwh
3rd c. augoi™ aufai™ augoi
4th c. augouV’ augat’ augav

augoV is used in three ways:

1) not immediately preceded by the definite article: 'self’

2) immediately preceded by thedefinite article: 'the same’

3) without the definite article: 'he, she, it' (personal pronoun of the third person)

21.5 Repetition of lesson 16: the pluperfed of regular verbs
The pluperfect of regular verbsisfarmed as follows:
- in front of the root a prefix is formed through reduplication consisting of a consonant and a
vowel
- infront of this prefix also the augment is put (ef)
- behind the root the endings are attached

- kh

- kh"
kei(n)
kemen
- kete
keisan
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Verbs with aroot ending in avowel have that vowel lengthened.
timaw > eetimhigh

When a verb root begins with a vowel, that vowel is lengthened and the endings follow the
root. Therefore in this case, outside of the endings, there is no characteristic for the
pluperfect.

apjapaw > root apjapa- > hgapa- > hpaphkh (perfect hgaphka)

When the root ends inadental, the dental is dropped in front of the endings.
baptigw > root baptiz- > bebaptiz- > epebaptiz- > epebaptikh

When theroot endsina p or b, the endingstake onthe finstead of the k.
blepw > root blep- > beblep- > epeblep- > epeble¥h

When theroot endsina k or g, the endingstake on a c instead of a k.
abw > root ap- > hy- > hth

21.6 Repeition of lesson 16: overview of the past tense of oitla

hBein
hfei"
hfei
hBeimen
hfeite
hfeisan

21.7 Repetition of lesson 16: the particle ah

aj is a particle that gives a word or sentence extra meaning, depending on the combination
of ah with a certain mood and tense.
Rule: (subordinate clause) eij+ simple past tense/ aorist, (main sentence) ah + simple past
tense/ aorist = irealis

21.8 Repetition of lesson 16: therelative pronoun

m. f. neut.
sing. 1st c. o® h@ 0@
2nd c. ou% h% ou%
3rdc. wpo hPo wo
4th c. o h@ 0@
m. f. neut.
pl. 1st c. 0i@ a@ a@
2nd c. who who who
3rdc. 0i1% ai% 01%

4th c. ou® a® a@
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The relative pronoun agrees in gender, number and case with the word it belongs to. It
takes its case in accordance with its function in the relative subordinate clause.

In a few cases the relative pronoun takes the case of the word it belongs to, despite its
function in the subordinate clause. This phenomenon is called ‘attractio relativi' or
'perseveration’.

21.9 Repetition of lesson 17: the present tense participleof regular verbs

m. f. neut.
sng. 1stc. - wn - ousa - on
2nd c. - onto" - oush™ - onto"
3rdc. - onti - oush/ - onti
4th c. - onta - ousan - on
pl. lstc. - onte" - ousai - onta
2nd c. - ontwn - ouswn - ontwn
3rdc. - ousin - ousai" - ousin
4th c. - onta" - ousa" - onta

These endings are attached to the root of the regular verb.
At the same time these endings are al so the forms of the present tense participle of ei'miy

The participle isused in the following ways:

a) as an attribute
The participle is used as an adjective.
Its position is then between the definite article and the substantive, or it follows the
substantive with repetition of the article.
Trandation: as paticiple or as arelative subordinate clause

b) as a substantive
The participle fundions as a substantive because of the definite article. Often a paticipleis
preferred over a substantive, because it can include a direct object.
Trandation: as a substantive or as a relative subordinate dause, preceded by ‘he/she those
(that)’

c) asapredicae
The participle describes events that take place besides the main event. The tense of the
participle denotes whether these side events happen before, during or after the main event.
Trandlation: as an adverbial subordinate clause (mostly of time). When the participle is of the
present tense, the relative clause begins with ‘while, during.” When the participle is in the
aorist, the relative clause begins with ‘ after.’

Sometimes the participle can also be translated as a main verb besides the real main verb.
In that case use the copulative ‘and.’

Also the participle in combination with the main verb can convey a stronger meaning than
the main verb by itself. Often this is the case with aform of eipivas the main verb. The
participle must then be translated as the main verb.
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21.10 Repetition of lesson 17: the present tenseinfinitive
The present tenseinfinitive is formed by attaching the endi ng -ein behind the root.
The infinitive must be trandated with '(in order) to ...."

21.11 Repetition of lesson 18: the demonstrative pronoun outo"

m. f. neut.
sing. 1st c. oute™ auth touto
2nd c. toutou tauvh™ toutou
3rd c. toutw/ tauvh/ toutw/
4th c. touton tauvhn touto
pl. st c. outoi autai tauta
2nd c. toutwn toutwn toutwn
3rdc. toutoi" tautai™  toutoi”
4th c. toutou™  tauta" tauta

Usage:

oute™ can be used in two ways:

- as an adjective. The form of out' belongs to a cetain word and mug be translated with
‘this, that.’

- as a substantive. This usually is written in the neuter plural form. The form of out™ is
used by itself and must be tranglated with ‘these things.’

21.12 Repetition of lesson 18: simple present tense of verbswith roots ending in a vowel
In the case of verbs with aroot ending in a vowel, contraction takes place of the last vowel

of the root and the first vowel of the ending. This contraction takes place in all forms derived
from the present tense, namely the simple present tense itself, the simple past tense, the
participle and the present tense infinitive. Contraction follows theserules:
rootendingin a: a +e-sound(e ei, h hjy>a

a +o-sound (o, oi, ou, w)>w
rootendingine: e+e> ei

e+ 0> ou

e +longsvowel or diphthong > e is dropped
rootendingino: o0+e 0, ou>ou

o+h w>w

0 +ei, h/ oi>oi

21.13 Repetition of lesson 19: the sigmatic aorist
In front of the root an augment is put. Behind the root the following endings are attached.

- sa

- sa"
- se(n)
- samen
- sate
- san
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The participle of the sigmatic aorist is formed as follows: behind the root the endings of the
present tense participle are put, with this difference tha the vowel o (masculine and neuter)
and ou (feminine) arereplaced by the characteristic of the aorid -sa-.

The only exception isthe 1st c. sing. m. : present tense ending -wn, aorist ending -sa™.
A participle never takes the augment.

m. f. neut.
sing. 1stc. - sa" - sasa - san
2nd c. - santo" - sash" - santo"
3rdc. - santi - sash/ - santi
4th c. - santa - sasan - san
pl. 1st c. - sante" - sasai - santa
2nd c. - santwn - saswn - santwn
3rdc. - sasin - sasai" - sasin
4th c. - santa™ - sasa" - santa

Theinfinitive of the sigmatic aorist isformed by attaching -sai behind the root.

When the root ends in a vowel, then this vowel is lengthened in front of the ending of the
sigmatic aorist.

a> h(behinde, i, rstaysan al)

e>nh

0> w

When theroot endsinalabial (p, b, f), thenthelabial contractswiththe stoformay.
blepw: root blep- >ebleya

When the root endsinaguttural (k, g, c), then the guttural contractswiththe stoforma x.
ajoigw: root apoig- > hhoixa

When theroot endsinadental (d, z, q), thenthe dental isdropped in front of the s.
baptizw: root baptiz- > epaptisa

Translation of aorist forms:

The aorist describes a onetime act. The aorist therefore can betrandated as a perfect tense.
Another possible trandation is the so-called ingressivus. The aorist in that case denotes that
the act starts; e.g. *And Jesus broke out in tears (John 11. 35).

The participle of the aorist possesses the same usages as the present tense participle. If the
aorist participle is used as a predicate, use the copulative ‘after.” The participle describes an
act that has been completed before the main act.

The aorist infinitive must be translated as the present tense participle.
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21.14 Repetition of lesson 19: ti*', tiV, ti, tiv

m./f. neut. m./f. neut.
sng. 1stc. ti" ti tiv tiv
2nd c. tino™ tino™ tino" tino"
3rdc. tini tini tivi tivi
4th c. tina ti tina tiv
m./f. neut. m./f. neut.
pl. 1stc. tine" tina tine" tiva
2nd c. tinwn tinwn tinwn tinwn
3rdc. tisin tisin tigin tigin
4th c. tina" tina tina" tina
Usages.

a) ti"', ti - indefinite pronoun
- as an adjective. The indefinite pronoun belongs to a substantive and agrees in gender,
number and case with this substantive. Translation: ‘one, a certain’
- as a substantive. The indefinite pronoun stands by itself. Trandation: masculine/ feminine
‘somebody, acertain one,’ (plural) ‘some;’ neuter ‘ something.’

b) ti¥, tivinterrogative
- as an adjective. The interrogative belongs to a substantive and agrees with it in gender,
number and case. Trandlation: ‘what, which?
- as a substantive. The interrogative stands by itself. Tranglation: masculine/ feminine ‘who? ,
neuter ‘what?

21.15 Repetition of lesson 20: the thematic aorist

The thematic aorist has as basis a root that differs from its present tense root. At first we
give an overview of anumber of verbs with the thematic aorist.
N.B. Combinations (verb plus prefix) are omitted, unless already treated earlier.

verb pr. tense root aorist root
adartaww adartan- adart-
anpapiptw apapipt- anapes-
bavlw ball- bal-
ercomai eyc- elg-
epqiw epqi- fag-
eudiskw eudisk- eud-
lambaww lamban- lab-
langanw langan- lag-
legw leg- eip-
mangamw mangan- mag-
odaw oda- ifl-

piw pin- pi-
treow trec- dram-
Teugw feug- fug-
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The thematic aorist receives the endings of the simple past tense.

Its participle takes the endings of the present tense participle.
Its infinitive takes the ending of the present tense participle.

21.16 Repetition of lesson 20: o@- this(onehere), ekeiho™- that (onethere)

m. f. neut.
sng. 1stc. o® h@ toue
2nd c. toutle thsde toutle
3rd c. twhie thie twhe
4th c. tonde thede toue
pl. 1st c. oi@ ai@ tage
2nd c. twhde twhde twhde
3rdc. toisde taisde toisde
4thc. tousde tasde tade
m. f. neut.
sng. 1stc. ekeiho™ ekeinh ekeiho
2nd c. ekeiwou ekeinh™ ekeinou
3rd c. ekeimw' ekeinh' ekeinw/
4thc. ekeihon ekeinhn ekeiho
pl. lstc. ekeihoi ekeihai ekeiha
2nd c. ekeinwn ekeinwn ekeinwn
3rdc. ekeinoi** ekeivai’* ekeinoi**
4th c. ekeiwou™ ekeiva™ ekeiha
Usages:

od@® is mostly used as a noun.
Only onceisit used as an adjective.

ekeiho™ is mostly used as an adjective. In that case it takes gender, number and case of the
word it belongs to.

A few times ekeiho™ is used as a noun. Trandation: as a personal pronoun (masculine/
feminine, or as a demonstrative pronoun (neuter).

Usages of the three demonstrative pronouns o@®, out' and ekeiho™
o@® denotes what is by the speaker: 'this (here with me)'
what follows immediately: 'this (next)'
oute™ denotes what is by the person spoken to: 'that (there with you)'
what precedes immediately: 'that (point just mentioned)'
ekeiho™ denotes what is neither by the speaker, nor by the person spoken to: 'that (over there)'
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21.17 The background of the New Testament: General

To study the New Testament it is important to know that the Greek of the New Testament
is koine-Greek, a common vehicle of expression in the areas around the Mediterranean after
the victories of Alexander the Great. Koiné consists mostly of Attic with some characteristics
of the lonic didect. As far as the individua bible books are concerned, some deviate more
from Attic than others.

The most salient characteristic of the New Testament is the foundation of a Christian
vocabulary. Certain words receive specific chrigian meanings tha last for centuries and up to
today. Another noteworthy aspect of the language is the great number of Semitic idioms;
constructions derived from the Hebrew of the Old Testament.

After the nascence of Christianity many church fathers wrote in Greek and Latin. These
languages declined, but from the fourteenth century and onward interest in classical studies
revived. Literary works were translated and classical styles were imitated. Also the New
Testament was studied more. Publications of the original text, translations and commentaries
have since bettered the study of the New Testament.

NOTES:



